Rotary Club of Colombo West

Housing Projects for the Victims of the Tsunami.

 





November 2, 2005
To:      Donors, President Douglas, Project Committee Chairman Heinz &

 Rotarians of Colombo West, 

From:  Project Coordinator, Rtn Basil de Silva.

PROGRESS REPORT 13

· THE FIRST HOUSING PROJECT AT HABARADUWA
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Our first Tsunami housing project is now nearing completion. The construction work for the community centre has just begun. With the cost of extra work (added to the estimate, for land clearing, water supply and wall plastering) the estimated cost of the project for the 20 houses has reached Rs 10.5 million. The community center will cost a further sum of Rs.1.8 million, leaving approximately Rs. 3 million for 5 houses in the joint project with the RC Golf Club. (Fore more details please see the financial statement which will soon follow.)The sum collected so far for Tsunami housing will be just sufficient for the first and second housing projects, (altogether, for construction of 25 houses and a community center). We have also planned for interior roads, a community well and basic household furniture. The UDA/ STAART Program Director agreed to undertake construction of internal roads and drains at the first project site. I am also hopeful that funding for household and community center furniture / equipment will also be found, as the Rotary Club of Amherst of UK has offered their assistance in this regard. 

President Douglas and PP Raju have decided to invite our donors to the ‘Handing-over’ ceremony on the 3rd of December. In order to make necessary arrangement for the function, I have planned to meet the future recipients of the houses and a few Government officers on Monday, the 7th of November in Habaraduwa. Any fellow Rotarians are most welcome to join.  Any suggestions (by email) relating the function will also be entertained by the Project Committee. 

As a step towards raising funds for the ‘Handing-over’ function, President Douglas has already requested Rtn. Stefan, CEO, Deutche Bank - SL to consider an addition of interest on the Tsunami fund account balances and I am sure, we will soon have some good news from Stefan.

· THE JOINT PROJECT WITH THE ROYAL COLOMBO GOLF CLUB
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Due to continuous rain and considerable amount of site clearing and road construction , the progress of work was hampered during the first few weeks. The construction process is now on schedule and the target date for completion is the 26th December. Four of the 15 houses being constructed have reached the roof level. Other houses too are consistently progressing toward completion in another 7 weeks. 
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·   THE GEMUNU-PURA HOUSING PROJECT 

We have been awaiting a reply from the donors/ Sri Lankans in Bermuda, who pledged the total fund for constructing 15 more houses and one community center. We urgently need the transfer of the first installment of the donation to start this [image: image6.jpg]


project.  Having signed the MOU with the Ministry of Housing two months ago, and having officially taking possession of the government land, we cannot afford any further delay. A section of the land, Mahakurundawatte, is sown in the picture. The site is already cleared, demarcated and ready now for building 15 housing units 

· HOMES FOR DESPARATELY POOR VILLAGERS IN TSUNAMI VILLAGE
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As you have already been briefed in my last report, the first home of this type, donated by Andrew and Micheline Zdunich is now in progress. I now have two more pieces of good news. Rtn Victoria Feldman / PP Lasse Syversen of Rotary Club of North Bethesda have informed that their Club is donating the next 2 homes with solar lighting systems and some furniture. The families in the two pictures may probably be the ‘lucky’ future owners of the new 2 homes to be donated by the Rotary Club of North Bethesda. The construction work will begin on the 7th of November. The next good news is that Micheline and Andrew are now making arrangements for a Gala evening in January 2006 for raising funds for remaining 4 houses. Their website for the event is: www.d12dimensions.com/fundraiser. (To get full information, please visit the website in a few weeks time.)

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The monthly financial statement and the updated donor list for October 2005 will be issued in a few days time, for your information.

Best regards,

Rtn. Basil de Silva

Projects Coordinator.  










